


PREFACE.

The following details of the loss of the ship “ Viscount
Melbourne” recorded on pages 1. to 7 are extracts
taken from The “ Singapore Free Press " as published
in the year 1841, and for many years were the only
details recorded of this unfortunate shipwreck.

The further details, as given on pages 8 to 20 came to
light under the following very extraordinary cireum-
stances. The elder of the two Dare children referred to
in these extracts was George Mildmay Dare and was
Mrs. Dare’s eldest son, who afterwards lived for some
vears in Singapore, eventually settling down in Yokoha-
ma, Japan, where he resided for many years, and became
one of the most expert yachtsmen who ever sailed in
Eastern Seas. A resident of Yokohama was leaving
Japan for home and prior to his departure had an auction
sale of his furniture, books &ec. The books were tied
up in bundles of 6 or 8 volumes, each bundle being sold
as one “lot.” Mr. Dare seeing a volume on “Yachtsman-
ship and Yacht Sailing” in a particular bundle, and be-
ing desirous of possessing it, purchased that special lot
for a small sum. On examining the collection he found
the bundle also contained a volume entitled: “Impres-
sions of Awustralia Felix,” by Harry Thomson, and on
reading through it, Mr. Dare came across the details
given by the Author, who strangely enough was an ap-
prentice on the ill-fated ship” Viscount Melbourne” at
the time of the wreck. Had it not been for this volume,
coming into Mr. Dare’s possession in this somewhat ex-
traordinary manner, these details of his mother’s ex-
periences would never have been known to him, mnor
herein recorded.
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—EXTRACTS FROM THE SINGAPORE FREE PRESS.——

1841

DEPARTURES

December 25th, “ Vis Melbouwrne,” McKELRIC, China.

Sincarorg, Thursday 20 January, 1842,

Loss oF THE “ ViscouNT MELBOURNE."—We regret that
it falls to our lot to report the loss of the Ship Viseount
Melbourne Captain MCKENZIE, on the Luconia Shoal, in
the China sea, she took her departure from this for China
on the 25th ultimo, with the following passengers on
board; viz. Mrs. DARE and 2 children Lieut-Col. CAMPBELL,
37th Regt and—ScorT, Esqre, of Calcutta, On the
bth inst., at 4.30 A. M. during a ealm, breakers were cdes-
cried on the lee beam close to the wvessel, when she
sounded in 18 fathoms and let go both bower anchors,
which however would not hold, and the ship struck hard
and swung broadside to the reef; from whence it was
found impossible to get her off, and nothing remained to
be done but to get the boats out. This was accomplished
without any difficulty; and before they left the ship, the
sea had began, with the flow of the tide, to strike very
heavily abaft, threatening destruction to all the after part
of the vessel, although, in consequence of the anchors
holding forward, she was comparatively safe in that part.
Having put provisions and water on board, they left the
vessel in 5 boats; the Captain. Mrs. DARE and children,
Mzr. Scorr, and 23 of the Crew in the Launch; in the 1st
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Cutter, the Chief and Third Officers, with Lieut-Col. Came-
BELL, 3 European seamen, and 7 lascars; in the 2nd
Cutter, the Second Mate and 9 of the crew; in the 3rd
Cutter, 22 of the lascars and in the Jolly boat, the 4th
Officer and 6 of the crew—in all 77 hands. Having left
the vessel, the boats steered towards the Coast of Borneo
with the intention of making Borneo Proper; and on the
Tth came in sight of the land on the Coast, but finding
that the strength of the current would prevent them
reaching the capital, Captain McKENZIE directed them to
steer for Sambas—the other lascars in the 3rd Cutter,
however, being apparently determined to shift for them-
selves, went off at once lowards the shore. On the same
day they also parted company with the 2nd Cutter; the
Chief Officer having =aid that he would run in to look at
the land and return by sunset; but apparently met with
some obstacle as he did not afterwards join them. On
the 10th, a Malay prahu came alongside of the Launch,
‘the Nakhodah of which was permitted to come on board,
and endeavoured to persuade them to go on shore—but
this invitation being declined he went again on board of
his own prahu, and getting alongside the jolly boat, which
was astern boarded her and plundered the men in her of
every thing they had. She was doubtless a pirate, and
Captain MCKENZIE supposes, he was only prevented from
attacking and plundering the Launch, by seeing that they
were well supplied with fire arms on board. As it was,
the prahu fired several shots at the Launch, one of which
wounded a European seaman in the head. Finding the
jolly boat the cause of detention, the people were taken
out of her and divided between the Launch and second
cutter, the boat herself being turned adrift. On the
following night the 2nd cutter parted company with the
Launch, and seeing no traces of her at daylight, although
she had hove to and fired muskets during the night, the
second officer determined to steer in his boat for Singa-
pore. He arrived here early on the morning of Monday
last; and Captain McKENZIE having also adopted the same
determination, after parting company with the 2nd cut-
ter, his boat arrived about 12 hours after, having been
13 days from the ship. They had all suffered much from
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exposure, and in particular Mrs. DARE, one of whose

Joh
Jotivs- children was at the breast, and whose situation for such

a period in an open boat was necessarily painful in the
extreme,

No further accounts having been received of the 1st
cutter, and having had experience of the dangers those
on board of her are exposed to on the Coast of Borneo,
the local anthorities have very properly chartered the
Royalist to proceed to that coast in quest of her. The
Royalist is herself well-armed, and some Golandhauze
and Seapoys having been shipped on board of her, she
will be in a condition not only to protect herself against
pirates, but to operate effectually against them. Cap-
tain MOKENZIE says that the 1st Cutter was an excellent
boat, very well equipped and in every respect in an effi-
cient state, and well provided with arms, besides those
belonging to Colonel CAMPBELL. It is not improbable that
being prevented from joining her consorts by contrary
currents, she may have steered for Sambas; but there is
too much room for apprehension on that Coast to rely
on any such probability, and we are happy to find that
the loeal authorities have lost no time in despatching a
vessel for her relief.

We ought not to conclude this notice without mention-
ing that Commodore KEARNEY, in the absence of any of
Her Majesty's Cruisers, very handsomely proffered the
services of the two American Ship-of-War here under
this command, to make inquiries, in the course of their
voyage to China, along the Borneo Coast, for the missing
boat,—an offer which has been acknowledged, we have
no doubt, by the local authorities in becoming terms, al-
though the despateh of the Royalist renders it necessary
to avail of it.

We are happy to have in our power to state that Lieut-
Colonel CAMPBELL, with the first and third officers of the
Viscount Melbourne, arrived here on Monday last from
Sambas, which place we announced in last Thursday's
number that tidings had been received here of their
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having reached, eleven days after the wreck of the
Melbourne. Colonel CAMPBELL expresses himself in the
warmest terms in regard to the kind and hospitable
treatment they experienced from the Acting Resident at
Sambas, and the Dutch officers at that station—and when
they had reeruited their spirit and strength after the
fatigue and exposure they had undergone, a vessel be-
longing to the Sultan of Sambas was provided for their
conveyance to this port, for which they they left on the
28th ultimo, after having experienced the hospitable care
and attention of the Dutch gentlemen there during a stay
of nearly a for night.

THE ViscounT MELBOURNE.—On Monday last tidings
were received here that the 1st Cutter of this unfortunate
vessel, having on board Lieutenant Colonel CAMPBELL.
and the first and third officers of the ship with 10 of her
crew. had arrived in safety at Sambas.—information
which we need not say was received here with the grea-
test satisfaction. It seems that the 1st cutter lost sight
of her companions on the night of the 8h inst. when it
was blowing wvery strong; and that it was not until after
having made a fruitless search for them during two days.
and finding it out of the question to make Borneo Proper,
that she bore up for Sambas, where they arrived on the
morning of the 16th, after suffering considerably from
privation and exposure. They were hospitably received
by the Duteh authorities and officers at that station, and
their chief anxiety was respecting their companions in
misfortune who, as they supposed, still were missing.
Colonel CAMPBELL'S friends here have heard from him,
and he was well and in good spirits, the consignees of
the Melbourne having also heard from Mr. SMaLL the first
officer—and as there is every probability the Royalist in
the course of researches will soon gain tidings of them,
that vessel will no doubt proceed to Sambas, and convey
them back again to Singapore.

It will be recollected that in the account published in
February last, in this Paper, of the loss of the Viscount
Melbourne on the Luconia Shoal, it was mentioned that
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one of ships boats with above twenty lascars on board,
had parted company with the others, and that no tidings
had been afterwards received of her. We now learn with
much satisfaction from Sarawak, that these men had
arrived in safety at the Chief Town of Borneo Proper,
and that they were living in security and well treated,
under the protection of the Sultan who, (perhaps desirous
to atone for his former transgressions against the laws
of hospitality,) is about sending them we learn to Singa-
pore! A propos of Borneo! When is our Governor going
there on his Diplomatic visit?

*




EXTRACT
; From “ Voyages to Various Parts of the World.”
BY
HARRY THOMSON,—Apprentice, * Viset Melbourne.”

From a Book.—" IMPRESSIONS OF AUSTRALIA
FELIX "

LONDON:

Published by LONGMAN, BROWN, GREEN, AND
LONGMANS.
1845.

“LOSS, BY SHIPWRECK, OF THE * VISCOUNT
MELBOURNE.,

“The ship Viscount Melbourne (800 tons register) left
London, hound for Caleutta, Oet., 26th, 1840, and arrived
safely in the March of the year 1841. Thence she sailed
in April for the Mauritius. with a cargo of rice, arriving
in June at Port Louis. Then she returned in hallast to
Caleutta; and after lying there three months, finally
started for China, laden with cotton, rice, and saltpetre.

“We had light variable winds for the most part, down
the Bay of Bengal and through the Straits of Malacea,
and reached Pulo Penang, or Prince of Wales's Island, in
fourteen days.

“We lay here three or four days, taking in water, rat-
tans, and fire-wood. The next place we touched at was
Singapore, about a week's sail from Penang. During the
run, one of the Lasecars, auite a boy, deliberately jumped
overboard, because he had been kicked by a proud, upstart
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youth—our fourth mate, and sunk before a beat could
reach him.

“ At Singapore, Mrs. Dare, passenger, and two children,
came on board; one child scarcely two years old and the
other at the breast, Also Lieut-Col. Campbell, going to
command the 30th Regiment, stationed at Maecao.

“We left Singapore on Christmas night, at 12, with
light, changeable winds and squally weather. On New
Year's Day commenced a heavy gale, which lasted three
days. This was supposed to be the primary cause of the
loss of our good ship; for the strength of the gale, in the
first place, carried us out of our course; when it falling
calm, with light airs at times, the strength of the current
drifted us into the dangerous reef of coral, knewn by the
name of the Luconia Shoal, about seventy-two miles from
the Island of Borneo.

“Tt was on Wednesday, January 5, 1842, at 4, aA.Mm., that
I was called to keep my watch. I had hardly got on
deck before I heard Mr. Small, the chief mate, sing out,
“8tand by yvour top-gallant and top-sail halyards, and at
the same time there was a rushing sound as of approach-
ing wind. I said to the youngest apprentice, Hughes,
whom I had just relieved, * Is that a squall coming on?'—
“T think so,” he replied, ‘for I have heard it these ten
minutes;’ vet al the time there was hardly wind enough
to fill the sails.

“The chief mate had just relieved Mr. Penfold, the
second offieer, when the man at the wheel said he heard
breakers to leeward. The mate ran to the lee side, and
immediately exclaimed, ‘ Good God! the breakers!” The
captain was called instantly; the ship the while fast
drifting on the reef. We tried to tack, but vainly, ‘Clear
away the larboard anchor and let go!® but it would not
hold, the whole of the chain being paid down in the
locker. ‘Let go the starboard anchor!’ but that was
worse; for the small-stream chain. which we used in
working through the Straits, was paid down on the top
of all in the locker also. Whilst we were clearing it, she
struck; and eontinued bumping and tearing en the eoral,
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unable to get free. The second stroke unshipped the
. rudder; sending the wheel and the man holding it head-
long to the lee side of the ship. ‘Cut away the mizen-
mast,” was the next command (in order to lighten the ship
aft); and the noble mast fell over the side, carrying along
with it yards, sails, and gear, smashing in the cuddy sky-
lights as it fell. This lightened her considerably astern,
but to no purpose; the ship was now fixed immoveably.

“ All hopes were now given up of saving the ship, for
the water was gaining upon us fast; and it was well
known that when the cotton got wet it would swell, and
inevitably blow up the ship.

“ Preparations were made to get the launch out; the
sheep amd goats were thrown out of her, and she was
hoisted over the ship's side, together with the three cut-
ters and the jolly boat. The chief mate now called the
Europeans aft, and exhorted them to be sober and obe-
dient and all would yet be well; to all of which they
answered readily and willingly that they would. A dram
of grog was now served out to all hands; and the mate,
to keep the men as he had exhorted them to be—sober,

_rolled the grog cask into the lee scuppers and upset it.

“The butcher was ordered to kill one of the finest of
the English sheep, and the cook to cook it, together with
twelve fine hams, to be distributed to the boats’ crews.

“At 11 AM., went to breakfast; and the store-
rooms being thrown open, a fine breakfast we might have

made. There was bread, cheese, salmon, meat, pickles;

pies, Truits, and liquors of all descriptions; but few of us
could eat anything. The Lascars killed fowls, ducks, &e.,
and dry-curried them for their own use. They were very
busy packing their things guite unconcernedly, for they
did not feel the danger of their situation as we did. We
next set about getting water, provisions, &e., into the
boats: we had plenty of tins of preserved fruits, meat, and
vegetables; whilst the cook was going round, throwing
boiled hams and large pieces of roast mutton into each
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boat, besides raw salt meat, in case we should run short,
We filled our boats’ breakers with water, besides two
puncheons of cighty gallons each, which we lowered into
the long-boat.

“Fach person was allowed to take a small bundle of
clothes.

“ Arms were next distvibuted amongst the crews,—
guns, pistols, cutlasses, boarding-pikes, and tomahawks,
with ammunition. :

“1 had one look round before I left the ship, and a
more deplorable sight than our once clean and orderly
decks presented, cannot be imagined. Below, the gun-
deck was strewed with cloths of all descriptions,—chests,
beds, and hammocks, which we were obliged to leave.

“The store-rooms were opened, and cases of wine, gin,
and brandy, with fruits and preserves, were lying about
the decks. Here I could not help laughing to see the
buteher and the cook, both drunk; the butcher holding on
by one of the stancheons to keep himself steady, and
reviling the cook for being drunk on such an awful oeca-
sion the cook at the time lying on the main hatches),
when, just then losing his hold, he fell with his head
through one of the panels of the store-room opposite,
where he stuck fast until extricated by one of the crew.

“On the main-deck it looked still worse. The decks
were littered with hay and straw; sheep, goats, pigs, and
poultry, all in the greatest confusion, running about fore
and aft without control,

“ Aft, in the cuddy, were strewn uniforms belonging
to the officers, and ecloths of every kind, mixzed with
papers, refreshments, and baby-linen. In the midst of all
this sat Mrs. Dare, a beautiful woman of not more than
twenty-three, with a child at the breast; the other little
fellow sitting on the knee of Colonel Campbell: (ghe was

accompanying her hushband, captain of a vessel now in

China, but was obliged to be left at Singapore to ‘pe con-
fined, and was now going to him). The captain was
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speaking to her, and, considering the sorrow of her
gituation, she endured it with the utmest fortitude. She
made no lament, nor spoke, except to the child,
which was ecrying because it could get no milk; but
whilst she looked upon the child, tears tricked down her
cheeks, and she gave the babe into captain’s arms, unable
to endure it longer. and retired into her cabin a few
minutes before she went into the boat.

“ At about 1 p.M., all having left the ship, we started in
the following order:—

“1st. The longboat, containing—

Charles Mc. Kerlie Captain,
Mr. Scott e, L (5 Passenger.
Mrs. Dare and children . . Do.

The Doctor L Do.
Martin Peterson Carpenter,
Charles Nichols : Joiner,
James Young P Cook.
James Ridgeway Butcher.
John Moyne Seaman.
Alex. Me. Kenzie Do.

John Parker W TSRS )
William Pazzack . . . Do..

With thirteen Lascars and servants.

“2nd. The first cutter, containing—

Mr. Small = I3

First Mate.

James Bradshaw . Third Mate.
Col. Campbell . v . . Passenger.
James Bmith . L . Sail-maker.
James Godo : Seamam.
Thomas Hughes . . Apprentice.

With six Lascars.
“3rd. The second ecutter, containing—

Mr. Penfold o == o W
John Stevens . . . .
G Benham o5 b . W 1T
Charles Donaldson g
Thomas Muckleston .

Second Mate.
Ship's steward,

Captain’s servant.

Seaman.
Apprentice.

With six Lascars.
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“4th. The jolly-hoat, containing—
Mr. Dainty = Ry e Fourth Mate.
Mr. Parkhouse . Captain's steward.

Myself gisa s wEs Apprentice.
With four Lascars.

“5th and last. The gig, containing—

Twenty-one Lascars—Total leaving the wreck, twenty-
six Eurepeans and forty-five Lasears,

“We towed the long-boat out clear of the coral reef,
and then she made sail, steering for the coast of Borneo.
We received orders to steer S.E. and to fire a musket
oceasionally if we parted company during the mnight.
Half a pint of water and a dram of grog were served
out to each person. We kept as near the launch as
possible all night.

“Thursday, 6th.—At daylight we were ahead of the
launch and close to the cutters. At a signal from the
former, we bore down towards her, the captain desiring
the attendance ofrall the boats’ crews at the funeral of a
Furopean, a sailor of the name of Puzzack, who died
during the night: (he had long been ill of the dysentery).

“ The captain read the prayers for the burial of the
dead, and the body was launched overboard, wrapped in
a sheet. We then made sail; but had mnot gone one
hundred yards from the body, before we saw several
tremendous sharks, pulling and tearing it to pieces.

* Half-a-pint of water, with some mutton and biscuit,
was dealt out to us three times in the day. Light airs
and sultry weathr.

“Lat, at noon 40 45" N.—Leng, 113° 27' East. Saw
no move of the ship since six A.M.

“ Friday 7th.—At daylight saw the land bearing E.N.E.
and S.E. by 8. In company with the launch. During
the day light breezes with: a fiery sun: and having noth-
ing wherewith to shelter ourselves from it, it began to
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raise large, blisters on our hands and faces. The same
water as yesterday, but ne allowance of biseunit. M.
Dainty, who had charge of our boat, kindly offered to
ghare his elothes with me. I thanked him, but declined,
thinking myself as well off as he in that respect.

“Lat. 40 50" N.—Long. 113¢ 10 ' East.

“ Satwrday, 8th.—At daylight all the boats in company
stood in for the coast. Mr. Small in the first cutter,
told Mr. Penfold that he would run in and look at the
land, and return to us by sunset; but from that time we
saw no more of him or his boat.

“ The launch anchored this night by means of a grap-
nel, with one of the carpenter’s large augers lashed
athwart for a stock, and we hung on astern of them.
We kept fiving signals during the night, but no cutter
did we see. The gig, full of Lascars, that was towed
by the long-boat, cast off secretly, and without a word,
deserted us, and pulled for the shore.

“Water as before, with ham and biscuit and a bottle
of porter.

“Lat. 40 45’ N.—Long. 1100 55" East.

“ Sunday, 9th.—Last night was the most miserable one
1 ever spent; it rained and blew with great violence
through the whole night. Mr. Dainty and myself had to
keep wateh alternately, for fear of going adrift. About
two A.M., the rope by which we were made fast to the
launch parted; but luekily we caught hold of the second
cutter as we drifted past, or we should have all been
lost, for the wind and emivent were so strong, we should
have been driven right out to sea.

“ About six A.M..as we were all assembled in the launch,
hearing the captain read prayers, we saw a proa bearing
down towards us,

“The captain ordered us to take the-Serang (boatswain
over the Lascars), along with us, and speak them to
learn if they were friendly; for we much feared they
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were pirates. If there was danger, we were to hoist a
signal, and they would come to our assistance. We ac-
cordingly started to meet them; we waved a white cloth
in token of amity, and they did the same. When we got
alongside of them we spoke, the Serang acting as inter-
preter: they said that they came to conduct us safely in-
shore, and that our boat was there already. So by this
we suspected that they had taken them prisoners, and
wished to entice the rest of us to the same fate. They
now said that they wished to see the captain; so we pulled
hack, and they soon came up with the launch, where all
were ready, cutlass in hand, to receive them, in case of
treachery. They tried all they could to persuade us to
go with them, and finally began to make fast to the
launeh with a vattan rope. When they found that we
would not go with them, they assumed a very threatening
aspect; so, there being so few of us who would fight, and
our fire-arms being useless on account of the preceding
rain, the captain gave orders to cut and run. The cook
with one blow of his cutlass severed their rope, and we
all made sail. When they saw this, they made sail in
chase of us. We gained upon them at first, when, to our
surprise, they opened fire upon us, first from their rifles,
and finally from a swivel, the last shot passing through
a blanket that was rigged as a screen from the sun at
the back of the captain and passengers. It passed be-
twixt the captain and Mrs, Dare, and then seraping a%
piece off the skull of one of the Lasears, who sat in the [
hoat, it buried itself in the water. Another shot, cut
away the leech of the second cutter's lug. They gained
rapidly on our boat, we not being so well manned or
skilful as the rest. When within a few fathoms they
made signs for us to desist pulling, at the same time
taking aim at us. Mpr, Parkhouse, who was pulling the
next oar to me ‘when he saw the rifle pointed towards
us, dropped his oar, exclaining, ‘ Good God! there is one
of us gone." It was of no use persisting farther, so they
ran alongside,

“The proa was about the size of a sleop, neatly built
of teak, but ecleverly covered with matting and bark.
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to make her appearance as lubberly and clumsy as possi-
ble. She had two long straight poles for masts, and a
large lug made of matting to each. Besides this, they
pulled fifteen sweeps a side. When they first ran along-
side the launch, there appeared to be only five or six
half-naked fellows, who were fishing; but now her decks
were crowded with Malays, armed and dressed in fancy
costumes. Creeses, very dangerous crooked poisoned
swords, clubs, spears, and guns, altogether made them
have a very ferocious appearance.

“They jumped into our boat; seized upon us, and
would I think have despatched us at once, had it not been
for the interference of one who seemed to be their chief,
who, dashing away the swords of the most forward,
ordered all but twe to get into their own craft, and to
proceed in chase of our other boats, which by this time
had got pretty far in advance. They accordingly set
their sails, and stood for the other boats, whilst we were
obliged to steer for the land.

“ Our preserver, a gentlemanly thief, was still with us,
and he now began to lay his hands upon every thing,
tying them all up in a blanket. But when those in the
proa saw this, they, thinking I suppose that they were
sent after a shadow, whilst he was making sure of the
substance, turned back, and running along-side, began to
clear the boat of every thing—cloths, provisions, and
even our drop of water, about two gallons, for the sake
of the keg. As they took our muskets, pistole, and other
arms, they repeatedly jumped for joy, exclaiming,
‘barguish’ (very good). When they came to our
sextant, they seemed much puzzled to know what it was,
and made signs to me to show them the use of it, which
I did. We repeatedly made signs to the chief to let us
go after the boats, which by this time were nearly out
of sight; to which he nodded his head assentingly, and
shook us by the hand. Mr. Parkhouse now very foolishly
pulled a small bag from his pocket, containing a fifty
rupee note and some silver, which he gave to the chief,
at the same time pointing to our other boats. Directly
he got this, the rest began to strip us for more. They



18

took his watch, Mr. Dainty’s watech and ring, but on me
they only found a Dutch stiver.

“There was a case of herring-paste, which they made
me taste of before they would take it. They also threw
our bag of biscuit into the water. When having taken
every thing, they now, to our great delight, told us we
might go. They gave us a small basket of sago, and
about three pints of water. The chief politely shook
hands with us all; then stepping on board the proa they
made sail towards the shore.

* Luckily for us, one of our boats was just in sight;
that containing Mr. Penfold, who had offered the captain,
if he would give him six Englishmen, he would rescue us,
or share our fate, for they never thought we should re-
turn. Guess then our joy, when we saw him lying-to,
though a great way off.

“We made sail, and stood towards him, pulling, at the
same time, with all our might, uncertain for some time
whether we gained upon them or not. Had it been night,
we should have missed them, and must, unprovided as
we were, have died a miserable death; worse, indeed,
than the one from which we had escaped. We came up
with him fast, and in two hours from leaving the proa,
ran alongside of them, and pleased enough they were
to see us.

“Just as we reached them, away went our mast, and
the cutter took us in tow. We soon came up with the
launch, when the captain welecomed us heartily. Our boat
not being worth repairing, was condemned. Half of our
crew went in the second cutter, Mr. Dainty and myself
into the launch. The sails and oars being taken out of
her, she was scuttled, and cast adrift.

“Monday, 10th.——Pleasant breeze during the day: steer-
ing N.W. for Sambas, a Dutch settlement on the S.W.
coast of Borneo. Mrs. Dare fretting very much for her
babe, being unable to give it suck. The little boy, full of
fun and mischief throwing overboard everything in his
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reach. Set to, and made weather-boards of some spare

_canvas, to keep out the spray, which occasionally broke

over us.

“The same allowance of water, with bread. ham, pre-
served meat, &ec., three times a-day. During the night

‘parted company, by accident, with the sccond cutter.

“ Tuesday, 1lth.—Strong breeze from the northward.
The ecaptain finding the water getting short, had it
measured, and found, that by going upon short allow-
ance, we should have enough to last us to Singapore
direct, so we were put upon three wine glasses a-day. The
little boy very troublesome, continually erying for water.
The heat of the sun is unbearable, the skin beginning to
peel off my hands and face.

“ Wednesday, 126h.—Stiff breeze, with a high troubled
sea; shipped a great quantity of water, which damaged
some of our bread. Lat. 40 40’ N. Long. 1110 10’ East.

“ Thursday, 13th—Steady breeze from the northward,
with heavy sea. At half-past four p.m., we saw the
Great Natunas Island, bearing from West to S.S.W.

) Hauled our wind to go to the northward of the island.

“ At sunset, the extreme of the island bore N. and W.
by 'S,

“ Friday, 14th.—At day-light, the island yet in sight.
Pleasant breeze from N.N.E. At two p.m., passed Saddle
Island. At four, the island out of sight astern.

“Saturday, 15th.—During the day, the sun very
oppressive. Steering W.S.W. Lat. 49 13’ N. Long.
1060 20° E. Caught a little rain-water during the night.

“ Sundoy, 16th—At daylight, saw the Anambas, bear-
ing half S. The captain read prayers. Had a glass
of champagne each after dinner. At three p.m., saw
Pulo Acar S.W. by W. Pulo Penang W. half S. Fine
weather throughout, with smooth water.

“ Monday, 17th.—With daylight, beheld the main-land
of Malacca. At six, saw Bintang Hill. At twelve,
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bhoarded the Mary Irvine, of Liverpool, bound for China.
The ecaptain was very kind, offering us provisions; but
expecting to be in Singapore in a few hours, we took
nothing, except some water and pine apples, which were
a great treat to us.

“We arrived at Singapore at about three, p.m., after
being twelve days in our boats. The second cutter had
got in early in the morning. Nothing heard of the first
cutter.

“Now came a carriage for Mrs. Dare and thankful
enough she was.

“ Mr. Penfold, in a hired schooner, was then going to
search for Mr, Small.

“ Mr. Dainty having engaged his passage home in the
barque, Manilla, for London, procured places as seamen
for me and the other apprentice. Thus, on Saturday,
the 22nd, we went on board; on Sunday, the 23rd, we
weighed anchor, and started for England, where, after
a long and tedious voyage of five months, during which
we were nearly starved into the bargain, we arrived in
London, after an absence of twenty months.

“The first cutter did not get into Singapore until
a fortnight after we left, having been to Sambas. The
Lascars, who deserted us, had been taken as slaves, and
did not regain their liberty until twelve months after.”

Thus far Harry Thompson: thanks to him, for
holding the pen in one hand, whilst using the oar with
the other. Yet, had it not been for Mrs. Dare and the
children, the other creatures might have shifted for them-
selves, and the journal might have mouldered unmolested
in that old weather-beaten chest, which-had timed its
creaking to the roll and dash of many a wild sea billow.

NOTE.

In consequence of the hardships to which the survivors
were subjected during 13 days in an open boat, the
baby referred to in the foregoing details, became very
exhausted, chiefly from want of proper nourishment, and
was considered to be dead. The Captain was desirous
of its being buried at sea, but the mother, Mrs. Dare,
knowing they would reach Singapore within a few hours,
implored that it should be taken on to Singapore.

News had reached Singapore that the survivors were
making for Jardine's Steps at New Harbour, and Dr.

* Little drove down to meet the party. He had Mrs. Dare

and her two children landed. It turned out that the sup-
posed dead baby had still life in its body, and with careful
treatment it was restored, and eventually grew up to
manhood and became one of Japan’s finest all round
athletes, winning many prizes for racing, rowing and
shooting. He was John Julius Dare, and died in Yokoha-
ma of cholera in the year 1879. George Mild¥ay Dare
survived his brother Julius by many vears. He returned
ta Singapcre in 1883 where he resided until his death at
the age 67, in the year 1907.






